Watching over the ear and the eye,
and presiding

There behind touch, and taste, and
smell, he is also

Within the mind: he enjoys and
suffers

The things of the senses. (9)

Dwelling in flesh, or departing, or
one with the gunas,

Knowing their moods and motions,
he is invisible

Always to the ignorant, but his
sages see him

With the eye of wisdom. (10)

Yogis who have gained tranquility
through the practice of spiritual
disciplines, behold him in their
own consciousness. But those who
lack tranquility and discernment
will not find him, even though they
may try hard to do so. (11)

The light that lives in the sun,
Lighting all the world,

The light of the moon,

The light that is in fire:

Know that light to be mine. (12)

My energy enters the earth,
Sustaining all that lives:

I become the moon,

Giver of water and sap,

To feed the plants and the trees.
(13)

Flame of life in all,

I consume the many foods,

Turning them into strength
That upholds the body. (14)

I am in all hearts,

I give and take away
Knowledge and memory:

I am all that the Vedas tell,

I am the teacher,

The knower of Vedanta. (15)

There are two kinds of personality
in this world, the mortal and the
immortal. The personality of all
creatures is mortal. The personal-
ity of God is said to be immortal. It
is the same for ever. (16)

But there is one other than these;
the Impersonal Being who is called
the supreme Atman. He is the un-
changing Lord who pervades and
supports the three worlds. (17)

And since I, the Atman, transcend
the mortal and even the immortal,
I am known in this world and in
the Vedas as the supreme Reality.
(18)

He who is free from delusion, and
knows me as the supreme Reality,
knows all that can be known.
Therefore he adores me with his
whole heart. (19)

This is the most sacred of all the
truths I have taught you. He who
has realized it becomes truly wise.
The purpose of his life is fulfilled.
(20)

Thus in the Srimad-Bhagavad-Gita, the Essence of the Upanishads, the
Science of Brahman, the Scripture of Yoga, the Dialogue between Sri
Krishna and Arjuna, ends the Fifteenth Chapter, titled The Way to the Su-

preme Spirit.
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Om! O Bhagavad-Gita, with which Partha was enlightened by the Lord
Narayana Himself, and which was incorporated in the Mahabharata by
the ancient sage Vyasa—the Blessed Mother, the Destroyer of rebirth,
showering down the nectar of Advaita, and consisting of eighteen chap-
ters—upon Thee, O Bhagavad-Gita! O Loving Mother! I meditate.

Thou son of Vasudeva, Destroyer of Kamsa and Chanura, Thou supreme
bliss of Devaki, Guru of the Worlds, Thee, O Krishna, as God, we salute!

The Blessed Lord said:

There is a fig tree

In ancient story,

The giant Aswattha,
The everlasting,

Rooted in heaven,

Its branches earthward:
Each of its leaves

Is a song of the Vedas,
And he who knows it
Knows all the Vedas. (1)

Downward and upward

Its branches bending

Are fed by the gunas,

The buds it puts forth

Are the things of the senses,
Roots it has also

Reaching downward

Into this world,

The roots of man’s action. (2)

What its form is,

Its end and beginning,

Its very nature,

Can never be known here. (3a)

Therefore, a man should contem-
plate Brahman until he has sharp-
ened the axe of his non-attach-
ment. With this axe, he must cut
through the firmly-rooted As-
wattha tree. Then he must try to re-
alize that state from which there is
no return to future births. Let him
take refuge in that Primal Being,

from whom all this seeming activ-
ity streams forth for ever. (3b-4)

When men have thrown off their
ignorance, they are free from pride
and delusion. They have con-
quered the evil of worldly attach-
ment. They live in constant union
with the Atman. All craving has left
them. They are no longer at the
mercy of opposing sense-reac-
tions. Thus they reach that state
which is beyond all change. (5)

This is my Infinite Being; shall the
sun lend it

Any light—or the moon, or fire?
For it shines

Self-luminous always: and he who
attains me

Will never be reborn. (6)

Part of myself is the God within ev-
ery creature,

Keeps that nature eternal, yet
seems to be separate,

Putting on mind and senses five,
the garment

Made of Prakriti. (7)

When the Lord puts on a body, or
casts it from him,

He enters or departs, taking the
mind and senses

Away with him, as the wind steals
perfume

Out of the flowers. (8)



